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Co: fl<iet tipi 


H.3.M. VICE-C0i> SULATE, 



o^nuarv 


O «*• \ 




In pursuance of your instructions I have the honour to sub 


- 01 1 my observations or. statements contained In despr totes from tic 
Pref 9Ct,..nyor, *r.d Chef das Fortes,of Monastir to the Del grade Govei 
-nent or ti e subject of Moslem refugees,and reported, as co;. .uni cat; 


to v ou by the .;*cretary-General (Stef rnovltch), to the foreign 


^ r - *> 

i i 


in your despatch «o 


1 of the 2nd Instant,of "thloh you sent me a i 


l. STATEMENTS IN THE PREFECT'S REPORT. 



luotatlon*. (a) "A demonstration of Moslems had been organised by His Majesty' 

"Vice-Consul,-dio bad persuaded the demonstrators to take this step 
"the ground that they *ere to receive money and supplies from the 

"Prefecture." 


Observation . After most carefully ascertaining the condition of the Mo si * \ 

refugees in Monnstlr district,this Vice-Consulate reported the v 
discreditable f^ots to Its superintending authorities.As a result 
representations on behalf of the refugees consequently mace to th 
Servian Government by his Majesty's Legation,the Prefect of «.onad 
*as Instructed to report on the matter.On receipt of his report t 


Secretary-Gen■ral in 


n 


1V7 


rltten communication to His Majesty's 




Legation d^ted December 10th made the following statements. - 

"II y a en tout CO families refugiGes h Monastlr.Siles sont ue 
*Sop,arrondl 3 sement de Krchevo.La Municipality lour fournlt les 
"secours lorcqu'elles les demandent.il n'y a pas d'autrea r&fugU 
"en grand nombre fe Mon^stlr.Votre Consul a regu une ilste ae Musi# 
■-nrr*s irdl"erts auxquels il con- te dormer des secours en urgent. 
"Celul qui lul a reals cette Ilste y a mis toutes les families ut 

artisan 


Dayrell E.k.Crackanthorpe Esq., 

&C 


iC 


aC 


His Britannic Majesty's Charg§ d'Affaires, 

Belgrade 



B7 

'll s'aglt 


artisans et ouvrlers.Les rmsulmans.en apprenant qu 
d'obtenlr de l'argent dfcclarent tous etre lndlgents et dependent 
1'aumone. Ii seralt peut-Hre j 
as se lal3ser exlolter." - 



lus prudent d'&tre plus rfcservfe et 


n 






In a private letter to His Majesty's Legation dated December 


l:th,of which a copy is transmitted herewith for facility of 


oer 

refer- 










-ence.I dealt fully with the network of unblushing mlsrepresentatlp 

in this oonmunlcation,In consequence of which I naturally Informed 
the headmen of the refugees from the several villages which had 




applied to me for help that the Authorities had expressed trelr 
readiness to dispense relief and advised them to lose no time in 
conveying the good news to destitute applicants.As soon as the 




\ 1 


Government offices reopened after the "Srva." fetes the refugee: 


s 






flocked to the municipal building and Prefecture to claim the pro- 
-mlsed help).But,although none of them were "^rtlsans or workmen of 
lion astir masquerading as refugees to impose or. charity", none of 
them got anything. - This **3 the demonstration of December 2Cth, 
which demolished beyond repair two of the three principal equlvoc 
-fctlons to which the Servian Government first resorted,via., 

(1) the pretext UH there -'re practically no refugees In honastl 
to relieve,and (?) the statement that the Munloi; allty Is giving 

relief to refugees «ho apply for It. 

The third equivocation had ,T et to be emphatically ue r lt with. 

It * r *s to the effect that the list of Indigent persons at this Vice- 
-Consulate consisted of"workmen and artisans of Monastir Itself 




masquerading as refugees to impose on British generosity". 

This too was shattered on December 22nd,when the headmen of thirty 
-one villages partly or completely destroyed and pillaged during 


tie war of 1012 or by Servian bend3 in time of peace presented the 
Mayor with r. list ol* more than seven-thousand refugees In thi3 town 


alone 


th a t 


Is 


to say, exclusive of Perlep fe.KroLevo,and other 




centres - with a request that he should telegraphically Inform the 
Government of their condition with c view to the provision of funds 


for 




! 


for relief.The Mayor promised to telegraph 


bf 

nd did nothing. 


These events -fere fully reported in my despatch ho 29 of l.j 
her 24th and also the r dml3sions “nd promises made to me whi; 


they were in ••*ro-' T ress by the Prefect and Mayor. 




I 


uotatlon. lb) "In ti.e course of the demonstration His Majesty's Vice-Cur 

"moved about among the crowd and took photos." 


Observation. 


Anticipating,from many previous experiences of the lnabilit 


of the local authorities to describe things as they are,that Ue, 
would probably ueny that any demonstration h^d taken i lace,I arov 
through tl.e cro w d in a carriage taking photographs on the -ray. 


Copies of these were enclosed <* r itii my despatch ao 29 of December 


24th. 


Quotation. (c)".\ great number of the demonstrators were well clad,some lndeei 

its and smoking cigarettes out of amber mi 


ji 


n i e 


0b3=rvatlon 


pieces 


The Prefect would have been on more honest ground if he had 


emacl 


rather than 




clothes and cigarettes of the few.The Albanian costume worn by 
men is made of very strong homespun which lasts for years. 


Unfortunately it has no market value in Mon“stir - especially * 
the present moment - and is therefore no criterion of prosperity. 


If some were to be seen in well preserved gar ents.the great majoi 
-lty *ere raggedly and insufficiently clad.It wr.s noticed that ver 
few had the overcoats generally worn in winter. 

There were many non-cemonstr^tlng Moslem and other onlookers who 
may have been smoking - even out of amber mouthi leces.Sven amongst 


the refugees there Is a small percentage (perhaps 10 per cent) 


of 


comparatively -"ell-to-do r ersons.But.lf they had mouthpieces,they 
would In most cases be of locally prepared hardened wrx of a yello 


1 Sh 


which might be mistaken for amber by Serbs ignorant of 


local 


The new graves 


03ler. cemeteries are t*.e 



surest 




* 

4 


surest proof of tie refugees' "prosperity 


b9 




uotatlon . ld)V*any (of the demonstrators),moreover,were well-known as 

" r ho h°d irevlously terrorised tie district between iionastlr 
"0.;hrld& ~re no* r afraid to return to their Tillages*. 


brigand: 

and 


Observation 


In Turkish days ti e iona r tir-Cohrida road L r o 


b^d reputation! 


for brigandage.During ti e ,,r r of 101.0 ti,e Christians took very r ' M 
revenge on tie Moslem "brigands" by reducing rll Moslem villages I 
between -ion'stir ~nu Gljayat to i, sLes end carrying off all tie cr.tt 
~nci otter , jsrrr sions of tie inhabitants.All those 'do took art in 


tl.e relief ’fork In tile district last yenr rre 


eyewitnesses to 


* ^ 


fnct.^ven if nil tke refugees from those p 


)• r* 
# • 


h'd the clearest of 


consciences,there 1- not a village left to which trey coulu return. 


The Prefect cm not pretend not to know this,as he has been from 


Monastlr to Cchrlda more than once.Moreover,the few Moslems 


not 


"brigands" - who attempted last summer to live amongst the ruins of 
their villages in order to secure cro:s were so Inhumanly treated Ay 

?j[| , 

the Comruntl Officials,domit'jls,and Christian neighbours,that they- 
are not inclined to repeat the experiment unless better provision 
Is made for their protection.But the statement that "they are afraid 


I 


to return to their villages*^ a. very naive admission of one of the 
worst adninlstr ,, tlve shortcomings of the present regime.The Prefect 
Is rwnre.nnd he sho^s it,that the Christians take the law into their 

owi hands lr. dealing with Moslems,and the Authorities do netting to 
t revent it.There has hitherto been no redress for the Moslem. 


A large number of instances of this sort of persecution were given 
In my despatch ho 23 of November JOth.Similar cases are brought to 
my notice almost d^lly. 


2. STATEMENTS IK THE MAYOR'S REPORT 




uotatlon. (a) "The , r,T or's re; ort covered 


series of signed statements by 


"Moslems to the effe t that the demonstration had been organized by 
"His Majesty's Vice-Consul ant that a number of them were unaware 

"of the exact object for which It was held." 


Observation 



Reference:- .fhjff/zts:7 . 

Owing To Pagination 

f • 

Error The Following 

Folio’# Do Not Exist. 

• • 

3FO 



Observation. 


71 

In vie* of the statements In the Prefect's report to his Govern* 

-went already commented on,I told the headmen of the refugees, 
who were dally floc&ins to this Vice-Consul'te,that the local 
authorities,whilst denying the existence In Monastlr of any con¬ 
siderable numbers of Indigent Moslems,had -'toted that relief 
•as T :eln 2 afforded to such ri'Med for It.I reminded them 


that,In view of the clearly expressed benevolence of the 
Government,any who failed to apply would In future have only 
themselves to blame for their hunger.I advised them to make 
known the kindlv attitude of the Authorities to all the indigent 
refugees and to tell them to give ocular proof of their exlst- 
-ence bv personal application as soon as official business were 
resumed after the "Sava" f&tes.As some of them,familiar «lth 
the methods of the local administration,anticipated reprisals 
in some form or other should they venture to apply for relief, > 

X I 

I authorised them,If molested,to say plainly that they had 

heard through me of the fatherly Intentions of the Government. 

// 

/ 

' » 

It is Tilte probable,therefore,that some of the applicants 
signed statements to that effect.But If,as alleged,they signed] 
depositions to the effect that they wore unaware of the purpos 
of their appeal to the Authorities,they must certainly have 
done so In Ignorance of the contents of the document to hicli 
they put their signatures*In any case the local i.oslems are so 
completely cowed that they would unguestlonlngly do almost rij|- 
-thlng or blindly sign anything by order of any Servian off: 

-lal. 


Quotation (b) "The Mayor's report stated that out of Q35 employees of \ 

Municipality 166 were Moslems". 

Observation . There Is no reason to doubt this statement,which ls.howtvei 

Irrelevant In the present connectlon.Many of the inferior 

municipal 






Quotation 


7 ^ 

municipal employ&s of Turkish times, such ns town gu*.rd3,sweep- 
-er3,and 3cnvenger3,tave been retained by the present Mayor, 

M 

who Is one of the best of the local officials. They are used to 
the work and are satisfied with moderate wages. 



I 




1 


(c) "The Mayor's report stated that a 3un of 2543 francs had 
"during 10lo been paid into the poor fund fron the "Calsse 

"Municipals";that 107 francs had been spent on the burial of 
"indigent Moslems,and 323 francs had gone in redical rellef;thot 
"G40 francs had been spent in providing coal,and finally that 
"a sum of 7780 francs had been given away for purposes of gen¬ 
eral relief." - 


Observation. According to these figures the sum spent on poor,sick,and 


dead,Moslems and Christians in 1013 ws3 roughly £700.I am not 
in a position to comment severally on the component part 3 of 


this total.lt would be small enough 


just sufficient to feed 


all the refugees for ten days - even If all of It had been 


1 to be 



spent on the Moslems.I believe the Item relative to coi 
correct.So far as I can ascertain,the only relief work attem 
-ed among the Moslems during the past year was the alstrlbutlo 
of bread to 2000 persons for 5 days (about £100) early In 1915 


V 




and an 


of 


(£32) for Indigent Moslems 


"3alrmn". 


At present a display of relief work Is being made by the 
occasional distribution of minute .sums of money to Moslems and 
Christians.The funds available for this purpose are,according 
to a well-informed member of the Municipal Council,L500 dinars 

(£60).It Is mere sham,but His Majesty's Legation will probably 
be asked to believe that,whatever His Majesty's Vice-Consul on 
the 3 pot may report,genuine relief work Is being carried on 

with Servian resources. 


Quotation, (d) "The Mayor's report stated that there are six Turkish 

"Kotables on the Municipal Council,and that so far these had 
"not found it necessary to take action on behalf of their 
•correllglonlsts." - 


Observation 




t 


T5 



C V , ' 71. $rt i ■' i ' ..-'.•.•n Members of t: * _: ... i_ 


oil.Pour of them have l“ft Servian territory In disgust. 




Two remain 


•v. 


unr Bey»the e?.-h>.yor p *nd hl-ril Bey Mllku-de, 


who .. v« <5X1-n ive ,»v erty round .or-stir °nd therefore 


cannot easily emigrate. 


/ 


Incredible as it mv sound,*ny Hoal em who ventured to 


t°k 


otion on belMf of Ms orrellclonicts'-'ould .uickiy 


be made to repent.He would ir. "11 probability be the victim 


of - rop-je* utlon which would reduce Mm to -'egg*ry °nd fin 


nil 7 to er.igr"tion.The Indisputable feet,known to everyone 


in this district and -enable of verlfl .stlon by anyone who 


spend 0 a fe • d"y° here,that the Moslems have no voice except 


foreigners to speak for then,Is one of the most homeless 


fentu i 


I 


of 


Su 


terror hn been established 


< 


that the Moslems of nil clashes will never sreck their Minas 


in the herring of a Serb.I often hear from Officers and 


Officials that °uch-nnd-such a Moslem,who has acquainted me 


\ 


« ^ i 


with his legitimate grievances and real sentiments,has just 


expressed his entire ^tlsfaction with sylvian rule. Arid the 


same Moslem will tell me later that 


O 


CO so 


5.STATEMEIiT Ill THE P.EKRT C? THE "ChSP D'S F'.STES". 






Uutatlon. “A large number of the destitutes recently refused to work on 


"the ro°d from 
•per diem.’ 


ion astir to Strug a 


n4 /* 
* * <* 


~sge of o francs 50 


Cbs :rvrtlon. 


t n nv despatch No ?'.> of Hovembei 


r th 


_»■ uji 1 gave some 



instnno ° of the rtMly occurring acts of persecution and v5oa- 


"ijslems 


especially In the 


I 




outlying districts, "hi*. la o' e very substantial reason for 




which the refugees win rot le°ve honastlr. 




Moreover,If the ‘:onr°Ur-Gchrlda-Strug* road ,,n s once Infest 


'l.o spoiled Ue uhrl?tlr-ns{3ee 






Ue present 





( 


74 

the present despatch),It Is no* becoming a death-trap for 
Moslems-I have before me a list of seven men who recently dls 
-appeared on this road. 

And again,the Serbs have * bad notoriety for not paying, 


and a liking for forced labour.I am Informed that 


nun' er of 


•« 


ul^rs )mve recently been compelled to work on r. new road to 


connect Ochrida and Krchevo without pay,food,or lodging of any 
kind. Such things gradually become known and destroy all belief 


in Servian good faith. 


At- art from •’ll these considerations,the refugees will not 


le°ve their w ives and families In a strange town without any 


protection or means of support. 


GENERAL r7uARcS. 


Although the refugees have given abundant proof of thei 
existence and h n ve made the most formal application for relief, 
and although the increasing mortality amongst them is decisive 

proof that many of them are reduced to the last extremity, - 
the Servian Government is apparently determined to do nothing 






for them. 


An expenditure of £50 


£60 a day during the winter month 




in this district on bread ,T ould save' many lives and would be 




no 


'rreH burden even for the resources of Servla. 


1 have the honour to be, 



Sir, 

Your most obedient, 


humble Servant, 







The Secretary-General 


have 


not long ago to a Cavass of this Vice-Consulate by Lieut-Colonel Hltrovitch 

m ie?A me to judge Servian methods with undue severity .But,as reported if 


■t 


may 


forget 


mv private letter of December 10th,Colonel hltrovitch 
the past,we have exchanged calls,and the incident caused by his rudeness is 

dead and burled. 


Enclosure In Mr Grelg's despatch Ho 3 of January 8th,1014. 


Copy of private letter from H.M.Vice-Consul at Monastlr to His 
Majesty's Charts d'Affalres at Belgrade,’''hlch Is referred to In the 
second paragraph of p.2 of the above-mentioned despatch. 


Monastlr. 

December 18th,1913. 


Dear Crackanthorpe, 


The coyy of the letter on the subject of alleged 
sham refugees Is only wh8t I expected'. Since receiving It I have 
Instructed the headmen of the refugees to make me out lists of the 
families here from each village.Each list bears the seals of all the 
families enumerated in It.The lists have not yet all come In,but from 
those already received it Is certain that my figures were unduly 
moderate and will need correction*The list of destitute persons 
enclosed In my letter of the 9th showed a total of 7730,of whom 2022 
are natives of Monastlr and 5708 refugees from 52 vlllages.My new 
returns have only come In as yet fo r 25 villages,but they account for 

5027 refugees! Many of them we know by sight,having fed them all last 
winter.Even If there were no better reasons,the fraud alleged would 
be Impossible In any considerable number of oases,because,however 


cunning the "artisans and workmen" of Monastlr may be,the "few" 

• • • 

refugees,whose presence the Secretary-General admits,would be much 
interested In showing then up.And they would be shown up not only by 


the refugees, 
of each "sham 


their neighbours of 


town 


en emy 


both in the hope of a reward 


and from motives of revenge;and I should be utterly 


with 


accusations,were there some thousands of frauds.The Secretrry-reneral 

little knows the tongues of the peo:le of Monastlr. - The letter 

speaks 



7b 

speaks of 80 fsallle^ from Sop .Sven on this trivial point I fear 

he Is misinformed.I can only discover 100 persons.M any of the rest 
were burnt alive,and of this I shall shortly offer proof. 

When my new list is complete, I shall show it to the Prefect and 
challenge him to show which of the refugees, mentioned in it are 
“artisans and worknen"of the town.Meanwhile it is probable the 
truth will be vividly brought hone to him by a demonstration on the 
part of the refugees themselves,many of whom are in utter desperat- 

-ion*V?e shall see how many of them the Mayor will help. 

So far I cannot discover any refugees who Lave been helped by him. 
My enquiries are continuing,and,should I succeed in finding any, 

# 

1 will report their names.The whole Moslem population knows from 

bitter experience that neither a hearing nor justice,much less 
pecuniary or other help,can be had from the Authorities. 

The last quarter from which they expect anything at all is the 

Municipality,which is at present busy wringing from the refugees 

| 

and other penniless Moslems any odd paras It can as taxation for 
the lighting and cleaning of the streets.At Balram the Mayor seems 
to have given a small sum for distribution among the Moslem poor. 

! + » » » * 


Sincerely yours, 
(signed) C.A.GRSIG 



